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her eye ; it is to the vehement and commanding sweep of
her action ; it is to the perfection of her voice that I am a
captive, and I must pity the man who, not being the
painter of the canvas, is at leisure to inquire how it is
executed.

The historian of the stage is but seldom called to notice
any glaring offence against public decorum. Managers
sympathise for the most part with the public feeling, and
are always alive to their own interest. I leave the follow-
ing mistake upon record. The second or Legislative
Assembly of France, in the month of December 1791, had
determined upon war with the military powers on the Con-
tinent. c Louis the Sixteenth was affirmed to be at the head
of an Austrian committee in the Tuileries. A hundred
thousand Frenchmen, brave and well armed,

*c Longing wait the signal to attack."

The English Government can only strike at a distance,
while the people of England will offer up prayers for the
success which they know will one day be their own.'

In the face of this wicked libel, read, with whatever feel-
ings, in all the coffee-houses and most of the respectable
dwellings in London, a day recurs which reminds all but
savages of the grand rebellion in this country and the mock
trial of its sovereign, and his public execution on the 30th
of January. A venerable custom of long standing had
kept this day as one of fast and humiliation. If our Church
contained within its priesthood any peculiar powers of
oratory, that theme was treated by them before our two
Houses of Parliament, and the public demonstration of
concern for the errors of the last century almost guaranteed
the land from any renewal of such horrors here, or the
slightest countenance to their recurrence elsewhere.

The Theatre Royal of Drury Lane, boasting occasion-
ally the presence of his Majesty and his august family
within its walls, on the 30th of January 1792 selected for
the amusements of the evening the buffooneries of Cymon^
with the farce of The Devil to Pay. Could any conduct be
more likely to continue the miserable dupes of Paris in the
opinion which I have just quoted ? Could they fail to